Public FAQ
Brainstreams / BC Brain Injury Association
1. What has changed with the BC Brain Injury Association?
The BC Brain Injury Association (BCBIA) is now operating under the umbrella of the Constable Gerald Breese Centre for Traumatic Life Losses (CGB). The former standalone legal entity has been dissolved, and all assets, programs, operations, and trade names were transferred to CGB. The work continues without interruption.
2. Is the BC Brain Injury Association still operating?
Yes. The name, mission, programs, and advocacy work continue. This change strengthens how the work is governed, supported, and sustained.
3. What is Brainstreams’ role in this change?
Brainstreams continues as a core platform for education, knowledge translation, and engagement. The Brainstreams and BC Brain Injury Association trade names are now stewarded by CGB.
4. Who is CGB?
The Constable Gerald Breese Centre for Traumatic Life Losses (CGB) is a federally incorporated organization with national recognition for its advocacy, leadership, and systems-level work across brain injury, disability, mental health, justice, housing, and health systems.
5. Why was this change made?
This transition was undertaken to:
· Ensure long-term sustainability
· Strengthen governance and accountability
· Increase advocacy capacity at provincial and federal levels
· Improve coordination across systems and jurisdictions
· Reduce administrative and financial vulnerability
It protects the work and positions it for long-term impact.
6. Does this affect programs or services?
No. There is no disruption to services. Programming, education, and advocacy continue, with increased capacity and organizational support.
7. Who owns the Brainstreams and BC Brain Injury Association names?
CGB owns the trade names Brainstreams and BC Brain Injury Association and is responsible for stewarding them responsibly and in alignment with their missions.
8. What does federal incorporation mean for people in British Columbia?
Federal incorporation means BC’s brain injury work:
· Has stronger representation at the national level
· Can engage more effectively in federal policy and funding discussions
· Is better aligned with national strategies and legislation
· Is less vulnerable to administrative or funding instability
9. Will BC still have its own voice and priorities?
Yes. BC priorities, lived experience leadership, and community realities remain central. This structure amplifies BC’s voice rather than replacing it.
10. How does this benefit people with brain injury and their families?
This transition supports:
· Stronger and more consistent advocacy
· Better alignment across health, social, and justice systems
· Increased visibility and legitimacy for brain injury issues
· A more secure and sustainable future for brain injury leadership in BC

Policy Alignment
11. How does this align with the BC Consensus Statement on Brain Injury, Mental Health and Substance Use?
This transition directly supports the BC Consensus Statement by advancing:
· Integrated, cross-system responses to brain injury
· Recognition of the intersections between brain injury, mental health, substance use, justice, and housing
· Meaningful inclusion of lived experience leadership
· A shift from fragmented services to coordinated systems of care
By aligning BCBIA under CGB, the work is structurally positioned to advance the Consensus Statement’s call for collaboration, accountability, and sustained leadership.
12. How does this align with the National Brain Injury Strategy?
The move aligns with key priorities of the National Brain Injury Strategy, including:
· Strengthening national coordination and leadership
· Improving policy coherence across jurisdictions
· Supporting evidence-informed and rights-based approaches
· Elevating lived experience in policy development
· Reducing regional inequities and service gaps
CGB’s federal incorporation ensures BC’s realities inform national strategy implementation.

Why Federal Incorporation Matters
13. Why is federal incorporation important?
CGB’s federal incorporation enables:
· Engagement with national strategies and legislation
· Alignment with federal disability and brain injury frameworks
· Participation in intergovernmental policy discussions
· Greater accountability, resilience, and organizational stability
14. What does this mean specifically for British Columbia?
For BC, this means:
· A more stable and credible partner for consultation
· Improved coordination across ministries and sectors
· Stronger translation of lived experience into policy
· Alignment with rights-based and evidence-informed approaches

15. Where can I learn more or ask questions?
You can contact us through Brainstreams or the BC Brain Injury Association channels. We welcome questions, dialogue, and continued collaboration.

